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Abstract
The Role of Television Channels in Directing Cultural Policy in the Kurdistan
Region

Satellite television is a powerful medium that plays a significant role in shaping
public opinion and fostering political, social, cultural, and educational awareness
within society. In this context, the media—particularly Kurdish satellite channels—
has considerable influence in guiding and shaping cultural policy. This study is
grounded in the central research question: Do Kurdish television channels play a role
in directing and formulating cultural policy in the Kurdistan Region? From this
question, the research aims to explore the role of Kurdish satellite channels in
influencing cultural policy and to analyze the nature of their relationship with
cultural policymaking from multiple perspectives. The study led to several key
findings: While many researchers acknowledge the potential of Kurdish satellite
channels to influence cultural policy in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, they note that
this potential has not yet been fully realized. A majority of practitioners interviewed
believe that Kurdish television channels primarily reflect the agendas of political
groups rather than a cohesive national strategy. As a result, their contribution to
cultural policy development remains limited. Most respondents perceive that the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) places little to no emphasis on cultural
policy. There is a widespread belief among respondents that a lack of qualified
personnel and institutional neglect by Kurdish television channels has led to the
marginalization of cultural concerns, which have not received the attention they
deserve.
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