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Abstract
The Social Consequences of Civil War in Iraqi Kurdistan Region (1994-1998)
(a field study)

This is a field study of social consequences of Kurdistan Regional Civil war
(1994-1998) between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK) which occurred after 1991 uprising. This period is considered a
dark chapter in contemporary Kurdish history, resulted in severe long-lasting social,
cultural, economic and political damages. Although, reconciliation steps have been
taken, the social impacts such as relationship breakdown, weakened trust, changes in
the family generational perspectives remain a complex issue. Complete healing of
these wounds requires a solid plan and continuous comprehensive efforts. The aim
of this research is to reveal the social consequences of the post-uprising civil war in
Kurdistan Region. In this study, qualitative method was used through semi-
structured interviews with 20 purposely selected participants (considering class,
gender, and geographical differences). The results reveal that civil war caused
fragmentation of social relationships and weakened trust. It has also changed the
system of social values and gender roles leading to displacement and demographic
changes across different areas of Kurdistan Region. On the other hand, it weakened
the educational and health infrastructure, increased poverty and unemployment
rates, and wasted human capital resources.
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