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Abstract
The Impact of Economic Factors on the Emergence of Terrorism

(An Analytical Study of Some Theories)

The phenomenon of terrorism is analyzed from multiple perspectives, each
shedding light on various factors contributing to its growth. In this context,
economic factors are among the key elements influencing the spread and
development of terrorism. Economic theories play a crucial role in analyzing the
causes and developments of terrorism. This study aims to examine the impact of
economic variables on the evolution of terrorism through the lens of three main
economic theories: the theory of economic deprivation, the rational choice theory,
and the theory of the failed state. The economic deprivation theory explores how
feelings of social injustice or extreme poverty can drive individuals to join terrorist
groups in search of justice or to improve their living conditions. Meanwhile, the
rational choice theory focuses on the idea that individuals make decisions based on
their assessment of costs and benefits, implying that economic factors can influence
the decision to engage in terrorist activities. On the other hand, the failed state
theory highlights that the failure of a state to establish strong and just institutions
leads to security gaps, along with income inequality, wealth distribution disparities,
and difficulty in accessing public goods, all of which contribute to the emergence of
terrorism.
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