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Abstract
Legal Responsibilities for Publishing Crime News in New Media
An analytical theoretical study

The aim of this research is to demonstrate the current level of Kurdish media’s
commitment to legal and ethical responsibilities while covering crime news. By
employing analytical methodologies, an examination has been conducted on
instances of crime news coverage within the context of Kurdish new media, alongside
an exploration of legal documents, texts and provisions pertaining to the editorial
accountability surrounding the dissemination of crime-related news and its
treatment within judicial frameworks. This research has reached several conclusions:
Kurdish new media has violated the core principle of “the accused is innocent until
proven guilty”. Sometimes, Kurdish media act as a quasi-court, irresponsibly
covering crime news and portraying the accused as guilty without sufficient evidence.
Moreover, in the context of Kurdish new media, crime news has often been handled
irresponsibly, with illogical portrayals of the crimes, and at times, the guilty and the

accused are depicted as heroes in the new media channels.
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