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Abstract
Parliamentary Elections and the Establishment of the Kurdistan Regional
Government between the US and Iranian positions

The withdrawal of the Iraqi government institutions in Iraqi Kurdistan forced
the Kurdish parties to think about the fate of the areas under their control, and for
that they thought of holding parliamentary elections and forming a local regional
government. The idea of elections and the formation of a Kurdish government drew
the attention of the international community to the Kurdish issue in Iraqi Kurdistan.
Soon the United States and some European countries decided to support the
operation, but Iran, Turkey and Syria saw in the operation a reason to destabilize the
region, so they began planning to prevent it from succeeding. The main question in
this study is why did the United States support the parliamentary elections and the
establishment of the Kurdistan Regional Government? Why did Iran stand against
the completion of this process? The methodology of this study is descriptive-
analytical, and it relied on solid sources, especially documents, memoirs, and
newspapers contemporary to the events. The hypothesis of the research is that the
goal of the United States to support the Kurds for the success of the elections, and
Iran's opposition to the failure of the elections and the formation of a Kurdish

government was to protect their own interests now and in the future in the region.
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