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Kamal Soleimani and Ahmad Mohammadpour,
‘The Securitization of Life: Eastern Kurdistan un-
der the Rule of a Perso-Shi'i State’, Third World
Quarterly, 2019. DOI:10. 1080/ 01436597.
2019. 1695199; Kamal Soleimani and Ahmad
Mohammadpour, ‘Life and Labor on the Internal
Colonial Edge: Political Economy of Kolberi in
Rojhelat’, British Journal of Sociology, 2020, pp
1-20, DOI:10. 1111/1468-4446. 12745.

2. See, Caroline Humphrey, ‘Sovereignty’, in
D Nugent and | Vincent (eds), A Companion to
the Anthropology of Politics, Oxford: Blackwell,
2004, pp 418-436; Thomas Blom Hansen and
Finn Stepputat, ‘Sovereignty Revisited’, Annual
Review of Anthropology 35, 2006, pp 29531;
DOI:10. 1146/annurev. anthro. 35. 081705.
123317; Brenda Chalfin, Neoliberal Frontiers:
An Ethnography of Sovereignty in West Africa,
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2010;
Yarimar Bonilla, ‘Unsettling Sovereignty’, Cultur-
al Anthropology 32(3), 2017, pp 330-39, DOI:10.
14506/ca32.3.02.

3. Kurds, themselves, refer to different parts
of Kurdistan as Bakur (Northern/ in Turkey),
Bashur (Southern/ in Iraqg), Rojava (Western/ in
Syria) and Rojhelat (Eastern/ in Iran). In order to
avoid falling into the racist states’ trap of de-Kur-
difying Kurdish territories, we have followed
Kurdish reference to their own geography.

4. For the definition of term, the state of ex-
ception, see, Giorgio Agamben, State of Excep-
tion, Kevin Attel (trans), Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press, 2005.

5.In Mahabad, it was home to the first Kurd-
ish Republic, known as the Republic of Kurd-
istan, in 1946. It was also there that the first
Kurdish nationalist uprising against the state was
launched in 1880, see, Kamal Soleimani, Islam

and Competing Nationalisms in the Middle East,
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Notes

1.See, Kamal Soleimani and Ahmad Moham-
madpour, ‘Can Non-Persians Speak? The Sover-
eign’s Narration of “Iranian identity”, Ethnici-
ties, 2019, DOI:10. 1177/1468796819853059;
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Iranian Nationalism Meets German Counter Mod

ernity, in Kamran Scot-Aghaei and Afshin
Marashi A (eds), Rethinking Iranian Nationalism
and Modernity, Austin: The University of Texas
Press, 2014, pp 49-67; Afshin Matin-Asgari, Both
Eastern and Western: An Intellectual History of
Iranian Modernity, Cambridge: Cam

bridge University Press, 2018.

13. Boroujerdi, ‘Contesting Nationalist Con-
structions of Iranian Identity, p 43.

14. See, Mehrzad Boroujerdi, ‘Triumphs and
Travails of Authoritarian Modernization in Iran’,
in

Stephanie Cronin (ed), The Making of Mod-
ern Iran: State and Society under Riza Shah, 1921

1941,2003, pp 153.

15. Mulla Khalil was a religious scholar and
a community leader who set out to unite Kurds

around Sardasht and Piranshahr against the
Reza Shah’s oppressive policies, chief among

them was the new dress code.

16. Emer Heme Sur’s uprising took place in
1939 in Qala Rasha, near Sardasht. His uprising
was

triggered by Reza Shah policy of compulsory
conscription.

17. See, Abbas Vali, The Forgotten Years of
Kurdish Nationalism in Iran, Palgrave Macmillan,

2019.

18. See, Homa Katouzian, ‘Land Reform in
Iran, a Case Study in the Political Economy of
Social

Engineering, The Journal of Peasant Studies
1(2), 1974.

19. See, Mohammad G Majd, ‘Land Reform
Policies in Iran’, American Journal of Agricultural

Economics 69(4), 1987, pp 843-848; Steph-
anie Cronin, ‘Re-Interpreting Modern Iran:

Tribe and State in the Twentieth Century, Ira-
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1876-1926, New York, NY: Palgrave, 2016. With
the rise of a modern state in Iran, along with Re-
zashah Pahlavi’s accession to power (1925), Ro-
jhelat witnessed a number of political uprisings
by Kurds. For instance, there were the uprisings
led by Smail Agha Semko (who published the first
Journal in Kurdish (see, Soleimani, 2017), Mulla
Khalil (1928), and Emer Heme Sur (1939, known
also as Emer Pasha) which paved the way for the
emergence of the Republic of Kurdistan under
the leadership of Democratic Party of Kurdistan/
Iran (KDPI).

6. Jash etymologically means donkey's off-
spring, is a derogatory appellation that the Kurds
use for anyone who collaborates with the mili-
tary forces of the regime.

7. R Elling Christian, Minorities in Iran: Na-
tionalism and Ethnicity after Khomeini, New
York: Palgrave, 2013, p 4.

8. Mustafa Vaziri, Iran as Imagined Nation:
The Construction of National Identity, New York:
Paragon House, 1993.

9. Mehrzad Boroujerdi, ‘Contesting National-
ist Constructions of Iranian Identity, Critique:

Critical Middle Eastern Studies 7(12), 1998,
pp 43-55; Mehrzad Boroujerdi, ‘Iranian Islam
and the Faustian Bargain of Western Modernity’,
Journal of Peace Research 34(1), 1997,

pp 1-5.

10. Alireza Asgharzadeh, Iran and the Chal-
lenge of Diversity: Islamic Fundamentalism, Ary-
anist

Racism, and Democratic Struggles, New
York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

11. Reza Zia-Ebrahimi, The Emergence of Ira-
nian Nationalism: Race and the Politics of Dislo

cation, New York, NY: Columbia University
Press, 2016.

12. Afshin Matin-Asgari, “The Berlin Circle:
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the regime both in Tehran and Sanandaj. The
regime promised to grant a certain degree of
autonomy to Kurdistan, a promise which

was soon broken by the government.

29. The regime invasion of Rojhelat and its
subsequent political and militarist development
was

never mentioned in Iranian mainstream his-
toriography. The historians of dominated ethnie
are reluctant to open any room for such events
in their historical reports and thus contributed
to the state’s marginalisation and criminalisation
of Kurdish identity and culture. Cf. Said Amir Ar-
jomand, The Turban for the Crown: The Islamic
Revolution in Iran, Oxford

University Press, 1989; Mohsen Milani, The
Making of Iran’s Islamic Revolution: From Mon-
archy to Islamic Republic, Westview Press, 1994;
Saeed Rahnema and Sohrab Behdad, Iran After
the Revolution: Crisis of an Islamic State, I. B. Tau-
ris, 1996; Misagh Parsa, Social Origins of the Ira-
nian Revolution, Rutgers University Press, 1989;
Ali Gheissari and Vali Nast, Democracy in Iran:
History and the Quest for Liberty, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2006; Hamid Dabashi, Theology of
Discontent: The Ideological Foundation of the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iran, Transaction Publishers,
2003; Ali Mirsepassi, Democracy in Modern Iran:
Islam, Culture, and Political Change, NYU Press,
2010; Ali M Ansari, The Politics of Nationalism in
Modern Iran, Cambridge University Press, 2012;
Abbas Amanat, Iran: A Modern History, New Ha-
ven, CT: Yale University Press, 2017; Eskandar
Sadeghi-Boroujerdi, Revolu tion and its Discon-
tents: Political Thought and Reform in Iran, Cam-
bridge University Press,

2019.

30. See, Marouf Cabi, ‘Marginalisation of
Kurdish History’, M. Litt. Thesis, University of St
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nian Studies, 42(3), 2009, pp 357-388.

20. Vali, Abbas “The Kurds and Their “Oth-
ers”: Fragmented Identity and Fragmented Poli-
tics’,

Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa
and the Middle East, XVIII (2), 1998, p 83.

21. Abbas Amanat, Apocalyptic Islam and
Iranian Shi’ism, London: I. B. Tauris, 2015, p 211.

22. See, Amanat, Apocalyptic Islam and Ira-
nian Shi’ism.

23. Juan Cole, ‘Millennialism in Modern Ira-
nian History, in Abbas Amanat and Magnus Bern

hardsson, (eds), Imagining the End: Visions
of Apocalypse from the Ancient Middle East to

Modern leAmerica, London: I. B. Tauris,
2002, p 326.

24.See, Kamal Soleimani, Islam and Compet-
ing Nationalisms in the Middle East, New York:
Pal

grave Maclellan, 2016, pp 32-41.

25. See, Nikki R Keddie and Mark |
Gasiorowski, Neither East Nor West: Iran, the So-
viet Union,

and the United States, Yale University Press,
1990.

26. Abdurrahman Qasemlo, the leader of
KDP was one of the negotiators. He was elected
torep

resent Kurds in the Assembly of Experts.
However, while he was on his way to Tehran, he
was declared as an outlaw by Ayatollah Khomeini
himself. Qasemlo never closed the door of nego-
tiation with the state. Eventually, he was assassi-
nated by the religious regime’s team

of negotiators and around the negotiation
table in 1989, in Austria.

27. Appendix of Komele Report in 13 No-
vember 1979.

28. They organised a series of meetings with
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sponsored, shaped, and directed by the dominant
Persian discourse and remained in that circle,
rather than advocating for Kurds and Kurdish.

38. Turning people into jash.

39. For the deconstruction of this concept
see: Ahmad Mohammadpour and Kamal Soleim-
ani, “Interrogating the Tribal: The Aporia of “Trib-
alism’ in the Sociological Study of the Middle
East’, British Journal of Sociology, 2019, DOI:10.
1111/1468-4446. 12656 (accessed 25 February
2020).

40. Assets of Revolution.

41. For more, see Soleimani and Moham-
madpour, “The Securitisation of Life’, pp 8-10.
42.Bash means ‘good’ in Kurdish.

43. Itliterally means Jash - pen.

44. Soleimani and Mohammadpour, ‘The Se-
curitisation of Life’, p 11.

45. For more see, Saeid Golkar, Captive So-
ciety: The Basij Militia and Social Control, New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

46. Richard L Rubenstein, Jihad and Geno-
cide, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2010, p
153. 47. For more, see Soleimani and Moham-
madpour, “The Securitisation of Life’, pp 8-12.
48. See, Peter R Schmidt and Thomas C Patterson
(eds.), Making Alternative Histories: The Prac

tice of Archaeology and History in Non-West-
ern Settings, Santa Fe, NM: School of American
Research Press, 1995.

49. For more see, Lorenzo Veracini, Settler
Colonialism: A Theoretical Overview, Palgrave
Macmillan, 2010; Edward Cavanagh and Lorenzo
Veracini, The Routledge Handbook of the History
of Settler Colonialism, Routledge, 2016.

50. See their website at http://78. 39. 231.
130/ (accessed 15 March 2020).

51. The followers of Ahmad Moftizadeh,

an anti-regime Kurdish religious scholar who, a
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Andrews, Unpublished MA thesis, 2015.

31. For more see: https://www. nytimes.
com/2003/11/29/world/sadegh-khalkhali-77-
a-judge-iniran-who-executed-hundreds. ~ html
(accessed 5 January 2020).

32. See, Cabi, ‘Marginalisation of Kurdish
History’, 2015.

33. There are also other untold stories of
massacres and mass executions in the early years
of the post-Revolution, chief among which are
the mass executions in Sanandaj, Paveh, Saqez,
Kermanshah, and Mariwan (1979) as well as
the massacres in numerous Kurdish villages
such as Demesoor, Jaafarabad, Marjanabad,
and Suzi (around Mahabad), Dilancharkh, Hala-
bi, Kwekan, Karezey Shekhan, Khalifeliyan and
Goorkhane, and Younesian (around Naghadeh).
Halghosh and Geja in Somay region of Uromiyeh,
Chaghal Mustafa; Djebreilabad, Gondavella and
Duab (Oshnavieh).

34. For more see: https://www. youtube.
com/watch?v=4pGA11WPgkA (accessed 5 Janu-
ary 2020).

35. See, Kamrava Mehran, The Modern Mid-
dle East: A Political History Since World War |, 3rd
ed, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013.

36. Ahmadinezhad stands under urgent sus-
picion of having been involved in the murder of
Qasimlo Ghassemlou. He also spent his early ca-
reer in Azeri and Kurdish areas as a member of
Sepah and Etelaat. See: https://www. theguard-
ian. com/world/2005/jul/04/iran. lukeharding
(accessed 25 February 2020).

37. Rouhani appointed Ali Younesi as his
Special Assistant to the President on Ethnic and
Religious Minority Affairs. Also, during his pres-
idency, the University of Kurdistan opened the
first Department of Kurdish Language and Cul-

ture. However, these and similar activities were
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province. Also, see https://www. radiozamaneh.
com/262340 (accessed 15 March 2020).

61. In Kurdish, kolberi refers to the (young
and old) cross-border labour in which people
called

kolbers carry goods on their backs across
the borders of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. It is an ex-
tremely dangerous form of labour as kolbers are
regularly shot dead by Iranian armed forces, or
die from falling off mountain cliffs, walking into
the minefields, and exposure to extreme cold. 62.
For more see Soleimani and Mohammadpour,
‘Life and Labor on the Internal Colonial Edge’. 63.
Sources: Bakhtyar Karimi, “The Study of the Fac-
tors Related to the Increase of the Local and

Indigenous Magazines from the Perspective
of the Activists and Practitioners of Magazines
in Kurdistan Province’, Zrebar (83&84), 2013,
pp 202-225; Seyyed Shahab Khezri, Dictionary
of Books and Magazines in Kurdistan, Sanandaj:
Simorg, 2009 [in Persian].

64. Here we are relying solely on our ethno-
graphic research and empirically data based on
our interviews.

65. https://www. kurdistan24. net/en/news/
0de56fbc-6c68-48d6-b0a1-630362546ecd (ac-
cessed 15

March 2020).

66. Here too we are relying solely on our eth-
nographic research and empirical data based on
our interviews.

67. Soleimani and Mohammadpour, Can
non-Persians speak?’

S dy- o, -0 L3-8 iy - Seud- 5959
98030803377/ 551 53-0s 39elss  uadleo/See
https://www. isna. ir/news . 68

(accessed 15 March 2020).

69. WEB Du Bois, Color and Democracy: Col-

onies and Peace, Harcourt, Brace and Co, 1945.
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decade of imprisonment, died in house arrest,
in 1993. Some of his well-known followers too
have faced long imprisonments, exile as well as
assassination.

52. A follower of a Sunni orthodox Muslim
sect founded by Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab
(1703-92); the sect is still the predominant reli-
gious force in Saudi Arabia.

53. http://kurd. ismc. ir/ (accessed 10 March
2020).

54.Forexample, see: http://old. ido.ir//n. as-
px?n=13910209014 (accessed 10 March 2020).
55. http://www. irna. ir/fa/News/82676537 (ac-
cessed 10 March 2020).

56. xxxxx conversation with a number of of-
ficials in Baneh city - Kurdistan province, in sum-
mer 2005.

57. For more see, Leo Marquard, South Af-
rica’s Colonial Policy. Johannesburg: Institute of
Race Relations, 1957; Pablo Gonzalez Casano-
va, ‘Internal Colonialism and National Develop-
ment’, Studies in Comparative International De-
velopment, 1(4), 1965, pp 27-37; Robert Blauner,
‘Internal Colonialism and Ghetto Revolt, Social
Problems, 16(4), 1969, pp 393408; Michael
Hechter, Internal Colonialism: The Celtic Fringe
in British National Development, University of
California Press, 1975; Robert Peckham, ‘Inter-
nal Colonialism: Nation and Region in Nine-
teenth-Century Greece’, in M Todorova (ed. ) Bal-
kan Identities: Nation and Memory, New York:
New York University Press, 2004, pp 15-43.

58.Ranching was also prohibited by the state
on the grounds that the shepherds will be the link
between the people and the Kurdish resistance.

59. See, Soleimani and Mohammadpour,
‘The Securitization of Life’.

60. From our 2009 interview with a number

of high-ranking officials in Sanandaj/ Kurdistan
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