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9 Interpellative: the term interpella-
tion was an idea introduced by Louis Althusser
(1918-1990) to explain the way in which ideas
get into our heads and have an effect on our
lives, so much so that cultural ideas have such

a hold on us that we believe they are our own.
Interpellation is a process, a process in which we
encounter our culture’s values and internalize
them. Interpellation expresses the idea that an
idea is not simply yours alone (such as “I like
blue, | always have”) but rather an idea that

has been presented to you for you to accept.
Ideologies - our attitudes towards gender, class,
and race - should be thought of more as social
processes. Accepting or not accepting a culture’s
given attitudes places one in a particular rela-

tionship with power.
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